NEVADA ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS - POWERS OF DISTRICTS AND SUPERVISORS
Excerpts from Nevada Law Chapter 548 - Conservation

SECTION 548.340. Conservation district is governmental subdivision; exercise of public powers. A conservation district
organized under the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a governmental subdivision of this state and a public body
corporate and politic, exercising public powers.

SECTION 548.345. Surveys, investigations and research. In addition to other powers granted in this chapter, a district and
the supervisors thereof shall have the power to conduct surveys, investigations and research relating to the conservation of
renewable natural resources and preventive and control measures needed, to publish the results of such surveys, investiga-
tions or research, and to disseminate information concerning such preventative and control measures; but in order to avoid
duplication of research activities no district shall initiate any research program except in cooperation with the government of
this state or any of its agencies, or with the United States and its agencies.

SECTION 548.355. Preventive and control measures; repair and restoration of property. In addition to other powers
granted in this chapter, a district and the supervisors thereof shall have the power to carry out preventive and control mea-
sures within the district, including, but not limited to, engineering operations, methods of cultivation, the growing of vegeta-
tion and changes in use of land, on lands owned or controlled by this state or any of its agencies, with the cooperation of the
agency administering and having jurisdiction thereof, and on any other lands within the district, upon obtaining the consent
of the occupier of such lands or the necessary rights or interests in such lands.

SECTION 548.360. Cooperation and agreements with agencies for conserving renewable natural resources. In addition to
other powers granted in this chapter, a district and the supervisors thereof shall have the power to cooperate or enter into
agreements with and, within the limits of appropriations duly made available to it by law, to furnish financial or other aid to
any agency, governmental or otherwise, or any occupier of lands within the district, in conserving renewable natural re-
sources within the district, subject to such conditions as the supervisors may deem necessary to advance the purposes of this
chapter.

SECTION 548.365. Availability of agricultural and engineering machinery, fertilizer, and seeds. In addition to other
powers granted in this chapter, a district and the supervisors thereof shall have the power to make available, on such terms as
it shall prescribe, to land occupiers within the district, agricultural and engineering machinery and equipment, fertilizer,
seeds, and seedlings, and such other material or equipment as will assist such land occupiers in carrying on operations upon
their lands for the conservation of renewable natural resources.

SECTION 548.370. Construction, operation and maintenance of facilities and structures. In addition to powers granted in
this chapter, a district and the supervisors thereof shall have the power to construct, operate, improve and maintain such
facilities and structures as may be necessary or convenient for the performance of any of the operations authorized in this
chapter.

SECTION 548.375. Comprehensive plans for conservation. In addition to other powers granted in this chapter, a district
and the supervisors thereof shall have the power:

1) To develop comprehensive plans for the conservation of renewable natural resources within the district, which plans
shall specify in such detail as may be possible the acts, procedures, performances, and avoidances which are necessary or
desirable for the effectuation of such plans, including the specification of engineering operations, methods of cultivation, the
growing of vegetation, cropping programs, tillage practices, and changes in the use of land; and

2)  To publish such plans and information and bring them to the attention of occupiers of lands within the district.
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SECTION 548.380. Administration of projects; acceptance of gifts; participation in cost-sharing on federally financed

projects. In addition to other powers granted in this chapter, a district and the supervisors thereof shall have the power:

1) To manage or administer any renewable natural resource conservation project located within its boundaries undertaken
by the United States or any of its agencies or by this state or any of its agencies.

2) To act as agent for the United States, or any of its agencies, or for this state or any of its agencies, in connection with
the acquisition, construction, operation or administration of any renewable natural resource conservation project within
its boundaries.

3) To accept donations, gifts and contributions in money, services, materials or otherwise from the United States or any of
its agencies, or from this state or any of its agencies, and to use or expend such moneys, services, materials or other
contributions to carry on its operations.

4) To participate in cost-sharing on federally financed projects.

SECTION 548.385. Seal; perpetual succession; rules and regulations. In addition to other powers granted in this chapter, a

district and the supervisors thereof shall have the power:

1) To sue and be sued in the name of the district

2) To have a seal, which seal shall be judicially noticed

3) To have perpetual succession, unless terminated as provided in this chapter

4) To make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers

5) To make, and from time to time amend and repeal, rules and regulations NOT INCONSISTENT with the chapter, to
carry into effect its purposes and powers

SECTION 548.390. Conditions for extension of benefits to lands not controlled by state or its agencies. As a condition to
the extending of any benefits under this chapter to, or the performance of work upon, any lands not owned or controlled by
this state or any of its agencies, the supervisors may require contributions in money, services, materials or otherwise to any
operations conferring such benefits, and may require land occupiers to enter into and perform such agreements or covenants
as to the permanent use of such lands as will tend to prevent or control erosion thereon.

SECTION 548.395. Applicability of other laws to acquisition or disposition of district’s property. No provisions with
respect to the acquisition, operation or disposition of property by other public bodies shall be applicable to a district orga-
nized under this chapter unless the legislature shall specifically so state.

SECTION 548.400. Cooperation between districts.

1) The supervisor of any two or more districts organized under the provisions of this chapter may cooperate with and enter
into agreements with one another in the exercise of any or all powers conferred in this chapter.

2) Any district may enter into such agreements with a district or districts in adjoining states to carry out such purposes if the
law in the other states permits the districts in the states to enter into the agreements.

SECTION 548.405. Cooperation of state agencies and political subdivisions, applicability of regulations for use of land to

publicly owned land.

1) Agencies of this state which shall have jurisdiction over, or be charged with the administration of, any state-owned
lands, and agencies of any county or other governmental subdivision of the state which shall have jurisdiction over, or
be charged with the administration of, any county-owned or other publicly owned lands, lying within the boundaries of
any district organized under this chapter, shall cooperate to the fullest extent with the supervisors of such districts in the
effectuation of programs and operations undertaken by the supervisors under the provisions of this chapter.

2) The supervisors of such districts shall be given free access to enter and perform work upon such publicly owned lands.

3) The provisions of land use regulations adopted pursuant to NRS 548.410 to 548.435, inclusive, shall be the force and
effect of law over all such publicly owned lands, and shall be in all respects observed by the agencies administering such
lands.
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